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ÅMedian age of 32

ÅDo not test or treat

ÅOpinion Leader Interventions

ÅSocio -educational & grassroots

ÅReduce Stigmatizers & Empower Stigmatized

LIVE Basics 



Life 

Cycle 



Baseline characteristics Sample 

at Houston LIVE event

Å131 Gay or Bisexual men

ÅSunday tea dance in Houston, 2010

ÅQuestionnaire was given at start of event

Å16 (12.2%) were self reported HIV +

Å5 (3.8%) did not know their HIV status



Questionnaire Goals

ÅTo determine the amount of perceived stigma 

within the gay community towards HIV



Actual overlap is still to be determined, but in our 
short studies were at an 11% overlap

Previous models assumed that the gay world would be more 
accepting of those with HIV/AIDS.

(as shown with a large stigma overlap)

STIGMA

STIGMA



6-point Likert scale used

ÅA huge amount 6

ÅA lot 5

ÅModerate 4

ÅNot much 3

ÅMinimal 2

ÅNone 1

Lower score = less impact



Factor 1:

Gay -related stigma cluster

Have you personally ever suffered discrimination for being gay? .84

Have you personally ever suffered verbal abuse for being gay? .82

How much stigma do you personally feel there would be (or has 

been) toward you if people knew/know that you are gay?     .79

How much impact does stigma about being gay have on your life?       .72

How much stigma do you personally feel there would be (or has been) 

toward you if people knew that you had HIV/AIDS? .50

(37.8% of variance)



Factor 2:

HIV/AIDS-related stigma cluster

How much stigma is there toward men with HIV/AIDS 

in the gay community? .84

How much stigma is there toward men with HIV/AIDS 

in the general community? .81

How much stigma toward gay men is there in the general 

community? .66

(15.9% of variance)

Factor correlation between Factor 1 and Factor 2 = 0.33.


